
Staff Website Questions 
*Give dates when possible. 
 
1. Briefly describe your family life growing up.   

I was born. That seems like a good place to start. My dad was a military guy who 
listened to Handel and Bread and drove a VW bus. My mom chased my brother 
and me around and pretended to like sports. I had a really good life growing up – 
even with a younger brother whose aim in life was to drive me insane. Most 
importantly, my parents pointed me to Jesus and had me around the church. 
Memories of Vacation Bible Schools, watered-down red Kool-Aid, and hormonally 
charged student ministries’ trips abound. Because we were a military family, I 
grew up with friends of different ethnicities, religions (there is a story about me 
at the age of 7 lobbing Bible verses across the street to my best friend, who was 
a Mormon and was returning my volley with words out of the Book of Mormon. 
Good times), and mental capacities (my best friend in Montgomery was an 
Auburn fan, which proves that I am very compassionate and missionally-
minded).  
 

2. Describe your conversion experience, being as specific as possible. 
Can I be honest? I’m really not very concerned about when this happened, but 
what I know is that Jesus has saved me from myself and is re-wiring all the bad 
cable that I’ve laid or other people have installed in me. I needed saving from 
ways that I tried to walk away from God as well as ways that I tried to get God to 
pay attention to me. I’m a work in progress – I wander daily and keep doing 
spiritual gymnastics to get God to notice me. Thankfully, Jesus doesn’t let me 
wander and he finds nice ways to remind me that God’s not impressed with me. 
But he is impressed with Jesus, which is good since Jesus keeps telling God that 
I’m with him.  
 

3. Give me one specific pre-staff experience that gave you a taste of what you do now.   
Does the verbal sparring with the Mormon kid count? Actually, the thing that 
comes to mind is the first time I gave ‘a talk’ (which is kind of a chicken way of 
hiding the fact that what I do is preach) when I was on summer staff with 
Campus Outreach. You’d have to know that I’d rather be clubbed like a baby seal 
than get up in front of a group of people and talk (I passed out like a recovering 
alcoholic who busted out of rehab and headed straight to a pub on St. Patrick’s 
Day) – so I was forced into doing this talk about prayer. Everything leading up to 
me opening my mouth was an experience reserved for Americans who get 
captured by Al Qaeda, but for whatever reason I started talking and God used the 
umpteen quadrillion hours it felt like I put into that ‘talk.’  
 

4. How and when did you know that God had called you to do what you’re presently 
doing?  
I don’t do anything else well and I’d be miserable if I had to do other stuff to get 
a paycheck. People get angry every time I preach, which is good because it 
means I’m not boring. God keeps opening doors and kicking me through them.  
 
When did I figure that out? I have no ‘Damascus Road’ experience to speak of – 
it’s been a process for me. I don’t struggle with the objective reality of my 
calling, even though some days I think God must hate me and the people of 
Christ Church for calling me to do what I do. That’s only partially a joke… 
 



5. How did you end up at Christ Community Church? 
The pulpit committee got really desperate and put the names of every minister in 
the PCA in Mark Selvidge’s motorcycle helmet and picked one. Sort of like the 
last Harry Potter movie… 
 

6. If you haven’t already mentioned your educational background, give a synopsis of 
where you went/are going to college/graduate school and the importance of those 
years. 
I have a graduate degree in theology, which means that I know lots of really big 
words that only Jared Bryant cares about. Actually, I use theology all of the time 
– we all do – but what graduate school provided me was the foundation to be 
able to continue to think through how to help people see the centrality of Jesus in 
every area of their lives. Theology alone isn’t very impressive and it won’t make 
you more like Jesus. But it is indispensable for life – we were created to know 
and love God and we won’t do so to the degree that we should if our theology is 
screwed up.  
 

7. What does your job entail?  On a weekly basis, what kinds of things do you do? 
My job is pretty simple – I’m supposed to move people towards the cross. I’m 
supposed to help people see the world and themselves through God’s eyes which 
should lead all of us to look to Jesus for everything that we need. That’s actually 
all of our jobs in whatever field we work in, so let me get more specific. I preach. 
I’m part of a team of men who are responsible for overseeing the care of the 
people of Christ Church. I spend time equipping others to give their lives away. I 
give my time to reading and thinking and praying about how we join God in his 
kingdom work in Watkinsville, at UGA and around the world. People want to pin 
other stuff on me, but that’s what I do.  
 

8. Describe your family (wife, kids—give dates of marriage/births).  What do you enjoy 
most about them?  What kinds of things do you enjoy doing with them? 
Lindsey and I were married on June 27, 1998. We were both babies when we 
were married, but she was hot and available and I’m not a stupid man, so I 
asked her to marry me and she paused long enough for me to take that as a yes. 
We’ve known each other for ten years now and I can honestly say that God has 
been ridiculously gracious to me in placing Lindsey in my life. We love hanging 
out together but we’re both pretty cool just doing our own thing so neither one of 
us attaches ourselves to the other like Kevin Federline does with our girl Britney. 
 
We like movies (and the same kind – she’s like the anti-chick…hates romantic 
comedies and I almost proposed on the spot when she told me that back in ’96) 
and I don’t even mind going shopping with Lindsey because she knows we don’t 
have any money and she actually doesn’t like shopping unless there’s a purpose 
behind it. We’re a pretty low-energy team so our ideal Saturday consists of 
college football all day long.  
 
Actually things have changed since November of 2004 when our son, Jonathan 
was born (November 23rd to be exact). I am biased – ridiculously so – but we 
have the coolest kid in the world. He desperately needs Jesus (and provides 
glimpses of that need daily) but we’re having a blast being his mom and dad and 
learning how to point him to the cross. 
 



There’s no greater evidence of God’s grace and love in my life than my wife and 
son.  
 

9. Who has influenced your life in regards to the work you do now?  In what way(s) has 
this person impacted you? 
My list is pretty long because there’s nothing original about me and almost 
everything I say and do has been influenced by somebody. Mentors like Alan 
Carter, Bruce Stallings, Harry Reeder, and Randy Pope. Far-off mentors like John 
Piper, Tim Keller and Mark Driscoll. Family. Friends like Chad Mattingly, Tal 
Prince, Dax Gibson, Jason Gammons and on and on I could go. I’m very much 
influenced by the people of Christ Church and the community of Watkinsville – 
they’re the context for what I do.  
 

10. If you had one hour of free time, how would you spend it? 
Have I already worked out? That’s where my ‘free time’ goes 4-5 times a week. 
Great stress relief and a great mission field. It used to be playing NCAA Football 
on my Xbox, but toddlers change that. Right now, free time means learning to 
play the guitar which I’ve been meaning to do for 14 years but have been too 
proud and lazy to do. 
 

11. What is your vision for Christ Community Church (in regards to your area of 
ministry)? 
To be a community of missionaries who each play their part where God has 
placed them to live, work, and play to help people see that Jesus is all-satisfying 
and infinitely valuable and is working here and now to fix everything that is 
ruined and broken.  


