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In 1972, John Lennon and Yoko Ono wrote these words1: 
 
We make her paint her face and dance 
If she won’t be a slave, we say that she don’t love us 
If she’s real, we say she’s trying to be a man 
While putting her down we pretend that she’s above us 
 
We make her bear and raise our children 
And then we leave her flat for being a fat old mother hen 
We tell her home is the only place she should be 
Then we complain that she’s too unworldly to be our friend 
 
We insult her everyday on TV 
And wonder why she has no guts or confidence 
When she’s young we kill her will to be free 
While telling her not to be so smart we put her down for being so dumb 
 
Woman is the slave of the slaves 
 
A little more than thirty years later, a fictional character in Dan Brown’s The DaVinci 
Code named Robert Langdon states that: 
 
“…Constantine and his male successors successfully converted the world from 
matriarchal paganism to patriarchal Christianity by waging a campaign of 
propaganda that demonized the sacred feminine, obliterating the goddess from 
modern religion forever.” (TDC, 124) 
 
Whatever subtleties are lurking in the shadows of TDC are lost when it comes to the 
subject of women and their relationship to historic Christianity. There is a phrase 
that you have seen or will see if you spend any time in the book or go to see the 
movie when it comes out next Friday – this phrase, “So Dark the Con of Man,” which 
refers to the purported effort of ‘powerful men in the early Christian church to ‘con’ 
the world by propagating lies that devalued women and tipped the scales in favor of 
men. Those lies and accusations and the fear created by such charges led to the 
systematic execution of more than 5 million women over three centuries according to 
TDC, figures based on popular feminist and pagan literature. 
 
At the heart of those accusations is the belief that Jesus’ original message 
concerning women has been hijacked and that the perpetuation of this oppression of 
women that caused John Lennon to compare their plight to that of the civil rights 
movement of the 1950s and 1960s is completely antithetical to the real Jesus, who is 
regarded in TDC as ‘the original feminist’ (248).  
 
The past two weeks together, we have reminded ourselves that what we know of 
Jesus must be rooted in our Scriptures, this collection of writings that we are 

                                         
1 From ‘Woman Is The Nigger Of The World’ by John Lennon, released as a single in 1972. 



convinced contain the totality of what God has revealed about himself and how you 
and I are to relate to him. Anything said of God outside of these words must 
resonate with the picture of the divine that we find here. In the Scriptures, we find 
this man Jesus living in the Middle East in the beginning of the first century – and we 
believe that not only was Jesus the perfect man, but he also was and is God, in all 
his fullness – perfectly and completely.  
 
I remind us of the perfect totality of the Scriptures and the perfect humanity and 
divinity of Jesus because I want us to turn to Luke’s biography of Jesus again this 
week and look at one small part of one story involving Jesus in chapter 10. We’re 
going to be dealing with both the Scriptures and some historic works this morning, 
so I want to be clear that we are not holding these up as having equal weight in our 
eyes. We are thankful for the work of historians in helping us see the complexity and 
clarity of God’s story (which is at the heart of all history), but because we see the 
Scriptures as being nothing less than the very words of God, we are convinced that 
they are our standard of what we believe and how we should live, that what they 
teach us – while written on a fourth grade level – is a reality beyond our ability to 
understand and embrace. So we do not come as experts standing over the text, but 
in humility we come to listen to God speak and to adjust our thinking, our values and 
our lives based on what we see and hear. We don’t believe that’s something that any 
of us really want to do or can do, so before we hear God speak to us through the 
Scriptures, I’d like to pray with you, which simply means we’re going to talk with 
God and ask him to help us see everything we need to see this morning. 
 
So God we come to you in your holiness, which means that you are too much for us 
to handle – to come within a galaxy of your weightiness, your majesty would 
consume us. You are the blazing center of everything, but because of Jesus, you are 
also our Father who is passionate about transforming us into a people who are 
passionate about you. We come to you as individuals with unique stories and 
experiences and needs – some to be comforted, others to be convicted – all of which 
you do so that through Jesus we might make much of you. Help us, we pray, for 
your glory and our good. Amen. 
 
Read with me in your Bibles or your sermon notes, beginning in Luke 10:38: 
 
38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way [towards Jerusalem], Jesus 

entered a village [called Bethany, less than two miles from Jerusalem]. And a woman 
named Martha welcomed him into her house.  39 And she had a sister called Mary, 
who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching.  40 But Martha was distracted 
with much serving [she was going beyond what was normal in exhibiting hospitality, 
at least in part because of her love for Christ]. And she went up to him and said, 
"Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to 
help me."  41 But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
troubled about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good 
portion, which will not be taken away from her."   
 
The question you might have been asking while I was reading these verses was this 
– “What does this story of a bossy older sister (we assume she’s older, at least) have 
to do with the fact that every man in my life has told me what I can or can’t do as a 
woman.” How many of us feel or have felt at some point in time like we’re weird for 
being a woman who wants a career because ‘the Christian thing to do’ is to get 
married, have babies and stay home? And maybe we’re not a woman or we’re not a 
woman who desires to have a career, but how do we respond to our daughters or 



friends who feel like Christianity has kept them from being everything they were 
created to be? How do we respond to the accusations made by TDC that there were 
entire cultures run by women that the early church attempted to destroy? What do 
you say when you read in TDC that more than five million women over three 
centuries were killed because they were seen as a threat to a male-dominated 
society? When you read in TDC that Jesus was the original feminist, what are you 
going to say? Where do you go and what do you say when a co-worker or another 
mom on your kid’s soccer team turns their nose at your invitation to go to a women’s 
Bible Study because ‘they’d have to give up being a woman in order to be a 
Christian’?  
 
These are serious questions and accusations that we need to spend a few minutes 
sorting through if we’re ever going to come to a conviction that biblical Christianity 
alone allows a woman to be a woman. Let me point you to two really helpful books 
that address our questions during this series on a much more exhaustive level: 
Breaking the DaVinci Code is written by a fantastic NT scholar named Darrell Bock 
and Cracking the DaVinci Code is written by a pastor in San Diego named Jim Garlow 
– both have been very helpful to me and would be worth your time.  
 
Has The Church Tried To Destroy Women? 
 
TDC has been successful as much for its conspiracy theory about the church’s 
denigration of women as it has been for its portrayal of Jesus and the Scriptures. It 
has perpetuated a long-standing myth about women in the world that blinds many of 
us to what Jesus actually taught about the value of women. 
 
For instance, TDC claims that the ancient world contained any number of societies 
which were ruled and run by women and that it wasn’t until the time of Constantine 
in the 4th century that men gained an upper hand and began to wipe out these 
matriarchal pockets of the world. Let’s be honest and confess that there have been 
periods within church history where women have been mistreated and the reality is 
that there is not a man in this room who has not, at some time, taken advantage of 
or mistreated a woman, in some way.  
 
But episodic mistreatment, while never excusable, does not give works like TDC the 
license to distort the picture of the relationship between men and women found in 
the Scriptures and history. Simply put, there is not a single shred of historic, 
sociological or anthropological evidence to the claim that such female-led societies 
ever existed2. There are scads of historic evidence, however, that shows that 
freedom and dignity came to women in Greece, India, China and culture after culture 
as a result of the work of Christian missionaries and churches.   
 
The Witchhunt for a Witchhunt 
 
Not surprisingly, the historic record of Christianity reforming the world’s view of 
women – freeing them and providing them the dignity they deserve – does not make 
it into the pages of TDC. Instead, the book claims that the church systematically 
executed over five million women, falsely accused as witches, over 300 years – a 
horrific picture, but one which recent evidence has shown to be grossly exaggerated. 
The work of non-Christian historians and researchers have come to widespread 
conclusion that the number of executions was closer to 40,000 to 50,000 and that 20 
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to 25 percent of those executed were men. Again, that is 40,000 to 50,000 burnings 
too many, but in light of the claims of TDC, writers such as Dan Brown have ignored 
the more pedestrian research in favor of the older, outdated myths.  
 
Women in the Scriptures 
 
If you want the real picture of how Christianity views women, look no further than 
the Bible where you find that women are equal in value to men in the economy of 
God (Genesis 1:27) because they have been created in the image of God. Blaming 
the entrance of sin into the world on the actions of the first woman ignores the 
testimony of both the Old (Genesis 3:9-19) and the New (Romans 5:17) Testaments 
which place the blame on both the man and the woman, primarily Adam’s role in 
rejecting God.  
 
The Old Testament is filled with stories of women whose lives were to be praised, 
women such as Esther (whose bravery saved the entire nation of Israel), Ruth (a 
picture of humility and loyalty whom God used to carry on his promise of a Messiah), 
Deborah (who led God’s people when no man showed the courage to lead). Perhaps 
no better picture of biblical womanhood is seen than the one we find in Proverbs 31 
where we discover that God has created women: 

 To be able to work with her hands (vv 13,19) and to be intelligent (vv. 13-
31).  

 She should understand how to build stuff (vv 13,24); how to buy things for 
her family and home (v 14); how to manage her time (v. 15), invest in real 
estate (v. 16), grow a garden (v. 16); she keeps herself in physical shape (v. 
17); knows how to make money (vv. 16, 18, 24); works hard (vv. 15, 18); 
isn’t afraid to get her hands dirty (v. 19); is compassionate and concerned for 
the needs of others (v 20); plans, oversees, and organizes (v 21) and she 
knows how to dress well (vv. 21-22).  

 When she speaks, she is articulate and her words are rich with content (v. 
26). 

 She is a teacher (v. 26). 
 She loves being a homemaker – and she’s good at it (v. 27). 
 With all those irons in the fire, she is extremely busy (v. 27). 
 She enjoys being a mom and has the reputation of being a great mom (v. 

28). 
 
Um, does this sound like a woman being beat down like the Dixie Chicks at a Toby 
Keith concert? And you could continue through the New Testament and see the 
critical place that women had in God’s story of salvation – from the way the 
Scriptures honor Jesus’ earthly mother, Mary; to the way Jesus spoke to a five-time 
divorcee who was trading sex for rent in John 4; to the role women had as part of 
Jesus’ traveling party – some even supporting Jesus’ ministry financially (Luke 8:1-
3). You continue to read through the New Testament and are left with the clear 
impression that women are just as loved, esteemed and honored by God as are men.  
 
Have Christians always seen things the same way as the Scriptures? No, and we 
must be clear that someone as brilliant as Augustine missed the boat with some of 
his statements about women. We must be honest that the early church fathers did 
not always see things the way Jesus and the Scriptures see them. But our honesty 
does not allow us to make the same sweeping conclusions as those of TDC with its 
accusation of gender-based oppression and persecution.  
 



Jesus The Feminist? 
 
Both the Scriptures and church history affirm both the value and the contribution of 
women to the building of God’s kingdom and the betterment of our world in the 
name of Jesus. What we find are women who are loved and valued by God no less 
than men; women who lead where they should lead and follow where they should 
follow; women with remarkable strengths and very real weaknesses that express the 
fullness of God’s design. Throughout its history, Christians have been at the forefront 
of protecting and holding women in the highest value possible. Few realize that the 
first women’s rights conference in America took place in a church in 1848 in Seneca 
Falls, New York. That relationship between femininity and the church is ignored today 
because the Bible seeks to uphold men and women as equal in value while the world 
of TDC and others in modern feminism have in mind the elevation of the feminine 
over and above such equality.  
 
It is in this elevation of the feminine that another of Dan Brown’s characters in TDC 
casts Jesus as ‘the original feminist’ (248), a worshiper of this idea of the ‘sacred 
feminine. Our response to the claim of Jesus as feminist is simply this: yes, Jesus 
was the original feminist if by that you mean that he sought to elevate women to 
their rightful place as holding equal value with men in the eyes of God. This means 
that for Jesus and all who follow him, a society of gender-based oppression against 
women is categorically out of bounds. But Jesus also speaks into the world of TDC 
with its claim that the Christian church was to be carried on by Mary Magdalene as 
the Chief Apostle (more on her next week), a claim birthed in a world in which ‘man-
hating’ has become honorable. Jesus came in order that we might live in a world in 
which the beauty of our God-created differences as men and women are breathed in 
the air of unquestionable equality. The church as a God-honoring missionary 
community is to be carried on by both men and women as we play out the various 
roles God has given us.  
 
Biblical Femininity and Mother’s Day 
 
The implications of viewing women through the lens of the Scriptures are profound 
and wide-spread – think about this in terms of being a mother. There’s a very real 
reason why we believe that a God-centered Mother’s Day and not a Mom-centered 
Mother’s Day is what you need this morning as a mother. What I hope you’ll see is 
that your worth is not found in your connection to the sacred feminine or any other 
measure of performance – your worth and your value as a mother is based 
completely and totally in Jesus.  
 
How many of our moms felt like this story of Martha, Mary and Jesus was ripping off 
what goes on in your house week in and week out as you work yourself to death to 
keep things clean and neat, only to see your husband’s children walk in from school 
and function like a household wood chipper spewing toys and clothes and shoes and 
video game covers and DVDs all over your house? You get done eating dinner that 
you’ve worked hard to prepare and no one thanks you for and as soon as everyone 
finishes dessert, they take off mumbling things about work, homework, blah, blah, 
blah – leaving you to clean the dishes. You read Martha’s story see her get all up in 
her sister’s business for being lazy and not helping out and you see her go to Jesus 
and you think you’ve found a new hero. 
 
And then you hear Jesus say to Martha (and to you) with great love and compassion, 
‘Why are you so worried about all of this cooking and cleaning – can’t you see that 



they’ve become a distraction?’ Now stop right there and if you didn’t know it was 
Jesus and someone said that to you, what would happen? If your husband told you 
that cooking and cleaning were distractions, he’d be sleeping on the couch! If one of 
your kids said that to you, you might have one less tax deduction next year. But 
here is Jesus asking you why you are so distracted by cooking and cleaning and 
fluffing pillows and color coordinating the paint colors from room to room in your 
house.  
 
Aren’t those things important? Isn’t it a good thing to take care of what God has 
given us? Jesus says, ‘Yes it is. But the problem is that God isn’t on your radar 
screen right now. All of your good intentions as a mother have become a distraction 
– you set out to honor God, but now your desire has become a desire for your own 
honor.’ Just as Martha took a very good thing and allowed it to evolve into a 
distraction, how many of us as moms have seen the very same thing happen to us in 
our mothering.  
 
I say this to you out of love and as a spiritual brother or son who is watching my wife 
flourish as a mom, and what I’m going to say I believe is intended by God to 
revolutionize your efforts as a mother. I believe that God’s gift to you this morning 
as a mom is to free you from finding your identity and your worth and your 
sufficiency in your performance as a mom. Is that not what Martha is doing here, at 
least subconsciously? Is she not going to all of this trouble because at the core she is 
blinded (as we all are) to the gospel which tells us that our standing with God does 
not ebb or flow on the basis of our performance? Has she not become distracted to 
the reality that she is loved by God not because she made two different desserts 
instead of one; you are not loved more by God because you’ve wiped rear ends and 
helped with homework and stayed up late until they got home from their first date – 
those are good things but don’t let them distract you from the one thing that causes 
you to be loved by God, namely, the finished work of Jesus Christ on your behalf.  
 
Let me put it to you this way – you will not be loved by God because you are a good 
mother; but you can be a good mother because you are loved by God. The gospel is 
a message of both forgiveness and freedom – forgiveness for thinking that our 
performance as a mom gets us somewhere with God; freedom to give our lives away 
to kids that won’t thank us enough or realize what you’ve done for them until they’re 
26 and living three states away. It is natural to give when our efforts are 
appreciated, but what mom here doesn’t know the pain of being thanked far too 
infrequently and knowing what we know about how flawed and half-hearted our own 
efforts are – how often we do the right thing with a black heart. We know ourselves 
and we know that we’re not as perfect as that card we received this morning made 
us out to be. But we want it to be true, because apart from the gospel, all we have 
to show God that we deserve his love is a flimsy piece of cardboard from our kids 
that tells us how great we are. 
 
I want to give you something more permanent and lasting than lunch today in your 
honor; I want to give you something as a mom more permanent than the words of 
your children, as wonderful as those are. I want you to know that your worth is not 
based on how well you’ve scored this past year as a mom. What you need this 
morning is a reminder that your worth is in Jesus.  
 
What does this mean for card-giving and lunch-taking today for our moms? First, if 
you have a card that tells your mom that they’re great because of something they’ve 
done, lose the card. Find a new one or hand-write a note or call her up and say, 



“Mom, I want to apologize for giving or pulling back my love based on your 
performance. I am so thankful for all the things that you’ve done for me, but you 
need to know that my love for you has nothing to do with any of that. I love you 
because God loved me enough to allow me to be your son or daughter.” Second, 
take her to lunch, but let her know that you’re doing so as a way of thanking God for 
her, not just what she’s done for you.  
 
To those of us whose moms are still alive, may we serve her by freeing her from 
jumping hoops to earn our love. May our love be a reminder of God’s love that is 
perfect and permanent because of Jesus – and may his love release our moms to 
love God and to love us more freely and more extravagantly.  
 
 
 
 


