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Turn with me in your Bibles to the story of Jesus’ life by one of his closest friends 
and followers named John. It’s creatively titled ‘John’ and is found after the similarly 
creatively titled Matthew, Mark, and Luke. You should have some notes in your 
worship guide to help you plug in as God speaks to us through a rather short story in 
John 13 that has about 100 different plotlines going on – okay, more like five, but a 
lot of things going on and we’re not even going to try to cover all of them.  
 
We’ve spent most of our summer further back in the New Testament letter of 
Hebrews and what we have been clinging to is this message that because of Jesus, 
the power of God’s kingdom has broken into our world to redeem and renew 
everything. We call this the gospel (which means ‘good news) and the good news is 
that salvation is not merely something that happens when we die or at the end of 
the world. The gospel reminds us that redemption and renewal are underway and 
that our salvation is here in Jesus.  
 
As we’ve made our way through Hebrews 8-9 and talked about redemption and 
renewal and salvation and what it means to be good missionaries to Watkinsville and 
UGA – the places we live, work, and play – I’ve wondered how much resonance and 
disconnect there is in our heart and mind when we talk about serving, influencing, 
impacting, making a difference, giving our lives away to the world around us, 
specifically to our friends, neighbors, co-workers and family members who don’t 
know Jesus.  
 
How many of us are struggling with this idea of being missional or living as 
missionaries where we live, work, and play because we forget or have never been 
told that we were created to be missionaries – all of us were created and have been 
redeemed by God so that we might declare and display His infinite value every 
second of our life. How many of us sort of check out when I talk about mission and 
vision because right now we’re just trying to hang on and survive? You need to know 
that we are called to be both hospital and infantry – if you’re hurting and broken 
because life just really does suck and there’s no other way to describe it, we’re here 
for you. And for those of you who have just sort of been playing around in life, we 
want to do everything we can to help you embrace God’s mission for your life.  
 
So let’s do this – let’s pray and ask God to help us as we read and think about God’s 
message to us in John 13:21-38. Again, we believe that God has given us the gift of 
the scriptures to be the barometer of what we believe and how we should live – 
specifically out of these verses, we’re listening for answers to the question of how 
we’re supposed to live as missionaries in the world around us. What must we be 
about in order to point people where we live, work and play to Jesus? I’ll pray and 
then we’ll get to work.  
 
21 …Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, "Truly, truly, I say to you, one of 
you will betray me."  22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he 
spoke.  23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table close to 
Jesus,  24 so Simon Peter motioned to [John] to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking.  
25 So [John], leaning back against Jesus, said to him, "Lord, who is it?"  26 Jesus 
answered, "It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it." 
So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.  27 



Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, 
"What you are going to do, do quickly."  28 Now no one at the table knew why he 
said this to him.  29 Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was 
telling him, "Buy what we need for the feast," or that he should give something to 
the poor.  30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it 
was night.  31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, 
and God is glorified in him.  32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself, and glorify him at once.  33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. 
You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, 'Where I 
am going you cannot come.'  34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  35 By this 
all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  36 
Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus answered him, "Where I 
am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward."  37 Peter said to 
him, "Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you."  38 Jesus 
answered, "Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster 
will not crow till you have denied me three times. 
 
Back in 1997, there was a ministry for men called Promise Keepers that put on this 
huge event called ‘Stand in the Gap’ which was their version of the Nation of Islam’s 
Million Man March. I had just gone on staff with a church in Birmingham and we took 
two busloads of men up to DC where we would gather with hundreds of thousands of 
other men for this rather bizarre mix of political lectures, sermons, singing, praying. 
The actual content was rather uneventful, in my opinion, but what was staggering 
were the sheer numbers of men that were there. I can remember wondering on the 
way up to DC about how you would be able to find anyone in your group if you got 
separated. Apparently, I wasn’t the only one asking this question and some of our 
brothers in Christ had come up with a solution that proved how much testosterone 
really needs to be injected into the kingdom of God. Imagine stepping off the subway 
near this big lawn known as the Mall to discover that you have entered the World of 
Neon Hats. For some reason, dudes who were created and redeemed by Jesus to 
build stuff and hunt meat had become so emasculated that their best organizational 
idea was to pass out neon pink hats to all the guys in their group. I won’t even 
repeat the first thought that came into my head except to say that I’m glad that 
Jesus died for all my sins. The scary thing was that this wasn’t an isolated event – I 
walked up the Washington Monument at some point during the day and gazed out 
upon a sea of neon as men created in the image of God took a stand for Jesus 
wearing ugly hats. 
 
How will the world know who we are? Some of us are here this morning as observers 
– we’re not Christian or at least we’re not sure if we’re a Christian and we came here 
looking for answers, the biggest of which is, ‘What’s the difference? What is different 
between my life and those in this room who seem so certain about this Jesus 
character? Call it a consumer mentality or whatever, but we usually don’t just give 
our lives to something unless it makes a positive change in our world, right? So 
maybe you’re here with a friend who is a Christian and you’ve got questions and the 
biggest question you have might be put this way – how can I tell a difference 
between the Christians and the non-Christians in my world? What is it about 
Christianity that distinguishes it from every other group in the word? Pretty big 
question whether we’re Christian or non-Christian.  
 
A couple of weeks ago, I was meeting with a couple of men who are spearheading 
our efforts in developing a missional men’s ministry – creating environments for men 



to re-discover and engage in God’s mission for their lives – and Mark Hamilton, 
who’s one of those rare guys who loves Jesus, sports, his wife and has a brain (you 
usually only get two or three of those together), was wearing a t-shirt that said ‘They 
will know we are Christians by our t-shirts.’ You might have noticed, but Christians 
have this rather annoying habit of taking the design of popular t-shirts and tweaking 
the image and message to make it more Christian: so Gold’s Gym becomes God’s 
Gym; Tommy Hilfiger becomes Tommy Hellfighter. There is this whole industry that I 
affectionately call Jesus junk that is committed to mass producing merchandise for 
people to wear, carry, put on their cars as conversation starters in the hopes of 
talking about Jesus. There is even a Christian perfume – no lie. The problem with all 
this stuff is that not only is it not making any significant impact in a non-Christian 
world, it may in fact be unplugging us from mission. One non-Christian sociologist 
has observed that ‘buying the stuff gives Christians an easy conscience that they are 
carrying the Great Commission [which is Jesus’ command for us to live missionally] 
without ever having to verbally and relationally engage their unbelieving neighbors1.’ 
 
So our hope is not in our t-shirts but we pretty much already knew that, right? So 
let’s hit a little bit closer to home and say that if ‘Jesus junk’ won’t change the world, 
neither will our theology. Let me put it to you this way – nobody in the world cares 
about our theology, which by definition is a study of the things of God. Every church, 
and in fact, every person in the world – both Christian and non-Christian - has a 
theology. If you’re breathing, you have a theology – you might not be able to put it 
in categories or even words hardly, but you have certain beliefs, convictions, 
leanings about God. Christian, Mormon, Muslim, Atheist, Agnostic – everyone has a 
theology. The reason I bring it up here is because our group of churches called the 
Presbyterian Church in America, in a survey taken of over 800 leaders in the PCA last 
year listed something having to do with theology as the four most positive things 
about the PCA. One might say that our theology is the distinguishing mark of our 
group of churches and many of us in this room would agree with that. Theology 
matters – so much so that every issue that goes on in our world is a theological issue 
because theology is our effort to understand life in relationship to God. So we are 
committed, wholeheartedly and unashamedly to theological equipping and being a 
theologically-driven church. 
 
Having said that, though – we must come to grips with the fact that this theology 
that we hold close to our hearts is not going to be the thing that draws most people 
to Jesus. There is a huge debate going on right now involving issues surrounding 
something we call justification – I have yet to see this come up in my conversations 
with non-Christians. Does this mean that justification isn’t important? Of course not 
– it simply means that theology is an acquired taste. When we were talking about 
our name change from Christ Church Presbyterian to Christ Community Church, one 
of the reasons why some of us were concerned about removing Presbyterian from 
our name is because of the theology attached to Presbyterianism and what this 
particular vision of God had meant in our lives. But because of our commitment to 
non-churched, non-Christians, we believed that we needed to follow Jesus in what 
we emphasize on the marquee, not simply our own preferences or convictions.  
 
So theology is good. It is absolutely, utterly critical and hope-giving and life-
changing and those of us who resist growing theologically for whatever reason are 
worse off for it. BUT, our theology cannot be our selling point to the world. To 

                                         
1 From ‘Christian Retailing and the Great Commission’ by Russell Moore. Quote by Alan Wolfe. July 27, 
2006.  



market our theology as the main attraction to an unbelieving world is both misguided 
and disobedient. It is misguided because non-Christians see our theology as merely 
our opinion and unless something else convinces them that Christianity trumps their 
world, their opinion will not change. So trying to draw people to Jesus by our 
theological refinement will sound like trying to tell kids at MIT to go back to using an 
abacus. We love theology but we cannot lead with theology because the world 
doesn’t think they need it and because Jesus has called us to walk down a different 
path. 
 
In John 13, we find Jesus on his last night on earth with the twelve men who are 
closest to him. We didn’t read the first story from that night where Jesus showed his 
care and concern and love for these men by washing their feet, which was a rather 
nasty job in a world where you wore sandals and walked everywhere on dusty roads 
and would go days without washing your feet – not to mention the reality of bunions, 
warts, athlete’s foot, those thick yellow nails that you have to use bolt cutters to 
trim. That story is always really popular in student ministries and you’ll see people 
doing the whole foot-washing thing as an illustration of what it means to serve, when 
in fact the footwashing itself was merely an illustration of Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross.  
 
We jumped in at 13:21 as this guy Judas comes out of the closet as the one who is 
going to double-cross Jesus. The most amazing thing for me in this scene is that 
everyone’s sitting around the table, Jesus says that someone’s going to stab him in 
the back, everyone asks who it is, Jesus says it’s the guy who he hands the next 
piece of bread to, but when he hands it to Judas and says go on about your 
business, the disciples are like, ‘Why did he leave?’ Strange what God will do to keep 
his plans going because my guess is that if the disciples had put two-and-two 
together, there would have been an eleven-on-one beatdown with Peter leading the 
charge.  
 
But we come to 13:31 and Judas has left the building, and it’s kind of like Jesus 
watches him walk out the door and as soon as he’s gone, now Jesus can get down to 
business. Jesus knows exactly what Judas is off to do and without filling in the blanks 
for the rest of the guys, he lets them know that this event called his ‘glorification’ is 
about to happen. When you think glory, think presidential inauguration, winning an 
Academy Award, Heisman Trophy – having all the attention and spotlight thrown on 
you. The disciples knew it was coming; Jesus had been saying for three years that 
his time had not come, but now, not only has it come, but it is imminent. So you can 
see them getting all jazzed up. Little do they know that the glory of God was most 
clearly seen not in the inauguration of a King but in the shame of the cross.  
 
But you begin to get the picture when in the very next breath in verse 33, Jesus tells 
his boys that he’s about to take off. He says, ‘I’m about to leave. You’ll want to 
follow. You can’t.’ And then he seems to lose his train of thought and in 13:34-35 he 
starts talking about new commandments and love and stuff until Peter takes it upon 
himself to interrupt Jesus – “Leaving? Where are you going? Why can’t I go with 
you? I’ll protect you!” And you can hear Jesus look at Peter and with a voice cracked 
by love and grief and say, “Really? Peter, I know you think you’ll follow but the 
reality is that you’ll run. You’ll run and you won’t fight. You’ll lie to a teenage slave 
girl whose opinion and a nickel will buy you a cup of coffee. I promise you that 
before most people wake up tomorrow morning you’ll not only deny that you’re on 
my team, you’ll swear that we’ve never even seen each other before.” 
 



Don’t let Peter’s interruption throw you off of what Jesus was saying in 13:34-35. I 
know it sounds like someone jammed this talk about loving other people into this 
story the way some of us stuff things in closets when unexpected company shows 
up. But Jesus wasn’t finished and he’ll say more about loving one another in chapter 
15. But don’t miss what he’s said so far, particularly in relationship to how you and I 
are to live as missionaries. God has created each of us for mission – to glorify him; 
to declare and display his infinite value. Each of us has belittled and denied God in 
countless ways by hoping in other things besides Him. And now because of Jesus he 
has redeemed, renewed and restored us back to this original missional design and 
calling. And what we have here in John 13 is not simply a manual of discipleship, but 
in 13:34-35 we have Jesus’ vision for how jacked-up punks and neurotic chicks like 
you and me will change the world. Everything that Jesus says in chapters 13-17 
serve as his final instructions on how to live as his messengers after he leaves. And 
in 13:35 he answers this question of how we live missionally, of how we live in such 
a way that people know that we belong to Jesus, of how we persuade people that 
Jesus is all-satisfying and infinitely valuable with maybe the most unlikely plan ever: 
love one another.  
 
Love other Christians – all of them. If you want to convince the world that Jesus is 
real and worth your time, your energy, your money, your house, your car, your 
boyfriend/girlfriend, your children – here is Jesus’ solution: love other Christians. 
Love each other. Build the kingdom not through politics or t-shirts and not even 
theology. Build the kingdom through love.  
 
Jesus says this is a new commandment, even though the Old Testament repeatedly 
talks about loving other people. What’s new about it is that Jesus raises the bar far 
beyond what’s manageable by making his love, seen in the basin and towel of this 
footwashing and seen days later on the cross – his love is the standard for how we 
are to love each other.  
 
So how are we doing, Christ Church? What does the world see when it hangs around 
our homes and offices and cubicles and small groups and dinner tables? What secrets 
could our kids tell about the way we talk about other people in this room? Don 
Carson says that Jesus’ command ‘is simple enough for a toddler to memorize and 
appreciate, profound enough that the most mature believers are repeatedly 
embarrassed at how poorly they comprehend it and put it into practice.’ Who in this 
room repeatedly annoys or offends you? Maybe someone you normally love has 
made themselves very difficult to love – aren’t there exception clauses to this 
command for people who have wronged you? Or might it be that because Jesus 
loved without exception, the community Jesus is creating and using to change the 
world is a community that loves our enemies and the people who hack us off? 
 
The question is how much more radical must our love be for each other because of 
Jesus than the love that non-Christians display. You might be wondering what love 
looks like – here’s one way to think about what it means to love like Jesus. Our love 
must display both grace and truth. Some of us need to repent of our lack of grace 
towards certain people whom we always pin with the worst possible motives. Our 
assumptions are never charitable. Yet also we must understand that loving like Jesus 
is also a commitment to truth. One difference between love among Christians and 
love among non-Christians is that we don’t let people do stupid stuff in the name of 
being loving. Christian to Christian, if I do something stupid or offensive, loving me 
like Jesus means that you must ask good questions and speak into my life in that 



area. It is not loving to withhold grace where Jesus would extend it and it is not 
loving to withhold truth where Jesus would speak it.  
 
So we’re going to pray and confess our lack of love to Jesus. We’re going to remind 
ourselves that the only hope for our failure is not trying harder but hoping in Jesus 
and his perfect love for us. We’ll sing and eat together, reminding each other that 
Jesus lived and died for those of us who don’t love like we should – he’s forgiven 
what we’ve done in the past and freed us to love like Jesus in the days ahead.  
 
Father in Heaven, 
We believe that your greatest desire for us is that we might love you 
 With all that we are 
 And that we might love our neighbor as ourselves. 
But we can’t do it – there’s nothing within us to love this way 
Every affection within us is turned inward away from you 
We are bound as slaves to our own selfish and warped desires 
And we confess that as easy as it should be to love you, we don’t and we can’t 
 Until you free us from ourselves and the tractor beam of this world 
Because of your grace, we can be free – we are free – to give you our lives 
 Jesus has redeemed us and our sins are forgiven 
 And we can sit here this morning and call you our God because of Him 
Father, with this freedom our desire is to always obey you 
 But far too often we try to live out our freedom in our own strength 
 And we fail miserably.  
May we always remember that it is by grace that we enter the kingdom  
 And only by grace that we live in the kingdom 
Send your Spirit to draw us closer to you and your ways. 
We declare that you are our greatest joy – you are the end of all means 
 Because if life does not lead us to you, then we will all go away empty 
So order our lives by your Scriptures 
 And make your command to love other broken, jacked-up people our joy 
May we grow in your love and give that love away to others. 
 
As we come to the table, may we receive Jesus 
 To be our life, our strength, our joy, our nourishment, our delight. 
May we remember his eternal love, his boundless grace, his infinite compassion, 
 His agony, the cross, our redemption 
And receive assurance of pardon, a reminder of our adoption, life 
 
Be our God, we pray through Jesus. Amen.  
 
 
 


