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For the past two weeks, we’ve been working our way through the second half of the 
10th chapter of the New Testament letter of Hebrews and you can turn there with me 
if you have a Bible (if you’re flipping through it’s near the end, just a few pages 
before the Revelation) or you can grab this page inside your worship guide that has 
the Scriptures printed out for you and a couple of other things that will help you 
track with me today and dig into some of these ideas over lunch today with your 
family or with a group of men or women later this week. And at the risk of 
oversimplification, what we’ve heard so far since 10:19 is the promise of life to those 
who cling to the person and work of Jesus Christ and death to those who resist Christ 
and run from him.  
 
Following Christ and the Necessity of Community 
 
So for us as people – whether you consider yourself to be a Christian or not – the 
dividing line of life is Jesus Christ. As we’ve made our way through this letter over 
the past year or so, what we continually hear is that Jesus Christ is better than 
anything and anyone, and here in Hebrews 10, what we’ve begun to discover is that 
there is a certain shape and flavor to life for those who are connected to and follow 
Christ. The Scriptures talk about a life of perfection, which is not about everything 
always going our way as much as it is the promise of a life that is sustained by 
unshakable confidence when everything around us goes wrong. It is a life that is 
ours because of Christ and it is a life that has to be shared with other people because 
you cannot be a Christian and live in isolation. The issue in life is your relationship – 
your connection – to Jesus Christ and what we’ve seen over the past two weeks is 
that if you are disconnected from life with other people where you watch each others’ 
back, you will walk away from Christ. We need each other to encourage us to not 
give up hope in this life that God has promised (that was two weeks ago) and failure 
to meet together to point each other to Christ is evidence that we are drifting away 
from Christ, whose work in our life is carried out person-to-person (that’s what the 
writer means specifically in 10:26 when he talks about ‘sinning deliberately after we 
receive the knowledge of the truth,’ the truth about Christ that requires the presence 
of other people in our life because we are blind and forgetful). Living in isolation is 
treason against God; resistance against the purpose and design for which we were 
created. Community is not simply about the presence of other people in our life – 
community is not an end but a means to our real end of living a life that makes 
much of God. If we are going to honor God and declare and display his infinite value 
in our life, we must be hooked in with other people so that we don’t get off track. 
 
So we’re walking into the middle of a very intense, sober, passionate pleading from 
God through this writer to a people who are living in isolation from each other and 
the world. They have stopped meeting together (10:24) and by all accounts, they 
have turned inward and have given up hope of living as Christians in the world 
around them. They would tell you that they’re simply obeying the Scriptures in 
places like Isaiah 26:20 which encourage people to ‘hide yourselves for a little while 
until the fury has passed by.’ What you have is something like the child who cowers 
in the corner of his closet and won’t come out because he’s certain there’s a monster 
in his room. So what do you do as a parent? You tell him there’s no monster and that 
he needs to come out and go to sleep. Then you warn him that there will be 



consequences if he doesn’t get back in bed. And then because you love him and you 
just want him to ‘get it’ and not be afraid of a mythical monster, you remind him of 
how brave he was last week at the doctor and if he could be a big boy and not cry 
when he got a shot, certainly he’s tough enough to tackle a bed monster. 
 
It’s from the heart of a Father that we need to hear God speak these words to the 
original audience and to us – look at 10:32-34 with me: ‘But recall the former days 
when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 
sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being 
partners with those so treated. For you had compassion on those in prison, and you 
joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you 
yourselves had a better and everlasting possession.’  
 
Isolation and the Power of Fear 
 
Imagine that one morning you have some time free from work or kids or anything 
else and you decide to treat yourself to lunch at your favorite downtown restaurant. 
You drive around for 30 minutes looking for a parking place and finally find one a 
couple of blocks from the restaurant. Right around the corner from the front door, 
you run into a man who looks and smells like he hasn’t seen the inside of a shower 
in a couple of weeks. Politely, he asks if you have a couple of quarters to help him 
get a cup of coffee; usually you would ignore him and keep walking – out of concern 
for your safety, of course, but for some reason today, you stop and offer not just a 
cup of coffee, but you offer to buy him lunch. It takes him a minute to think about it, 
but he eventually agrees and instead of the trendy restaurant you were going to take 
him, you walk further down the block to a place where you can sit outside. 
 
You’re a bit self-conscious but find that the man sitting across from you actually 
seems somewhat normal, talking about lots of different topics and gets particularly 
animated talking about last week’s mid-term elections. You ask more questions and 
come to find out that the man you’re talking with is a former state senator from 
Oklahoma whose life has fallen apart because of some pretty bad decisions on his 
part. Twenty years later, he’s a broke and homeless old man. As you’re sitting there 
listening to him open up a little and talk about his past, you begin to wonder what he 
did to get to this place in life? 
  
What happened to this people to cause them to not only live in isolation but to give 
serious thought to chucking the whole Jesus thing and returning to the Judaism of 
their youth? In a word, fear happened. Look again at 10:32-34 with me…’remember 
that when you became Christians [that’s what it means to be ‘enlightened’], you 
went 15 rounds with the world – with people who made your life a living hell because 
your values and your life were different than theirs. They had some of you thrown in 
prison and while you were in prison, they had an estate sale and sold off everything 
you owned – your clothes, your family heirlooms, your toys, your dog – everything. 
Other people in your little group of Christians visited you in prison and brought you 
clothes and food and broke the news to you about your home and your stuff – that’s 
amazing enough because their very presence identified them as future targets; but 
even more amazing, in the midst of tears shed for the destruction of memories and 
the loss of all you had in this world, those inside and outside the metal bars of a 
prison began to sing and mourning becomes mingled with hope and laughter.’ 
 
You might have noticed that there are two groups of people in the picture here, both 
of whom are part of this fight, this marathon in which pain is real and all hope seems 



lost. Look at 10:33 – you have those who were being attacked verbally and being 
physically abused – thrown into prison and being completely helpless as everything 
they called their own was taken from them; then there’s this second group of people 
in the church who for some reason had not been imprisoned and didn’t lose their 
homes. Put yourself in their shoes – you find out your friends are in jail and that 
their homes have been looted. They have nothing; prisons did not feed or clothe 
prisoners – if no one comes to their aid, they would freeze or starve or die of thirst. 
What do you do? Stay safe and hidden, or help your friends and risk suffering the 
same fate?  
 
This letter was written because the people of this church had chosen comfort and 
convenience over taking risks in the name of love. In the past, they had stuck their 
neck out for their friends, but now things had changed. I want to set aside this first 
group of people who are actively suffering because they belong to Christ – there’s 
much we could learn from considering their situation, but the reality is that active 
persecution isn’t one of our most pressing concerns. Unlike some of the stories we 
heard from David as he talked about the reality of persecution in our world, there is 
no real and immediate threat of imprisonment and watching helplessly as everything 
you own is taken or sold or given away. Where we most identify with this story is the 
second group of people who have their freedom and can choose to live in isolation 
and stay safe, or to show some guts and help their friends.  
 
Here’s my concern – the nature of living in the suburban world in which we find 
ourselves, a world in which individual autonomy and abundant choices create a life 
which can pretty much be tailored to our personal tastes, creates the illusion of self-
sufficiency and leaves us living in isolation. Many of us live in homes where out of 
concern for ourselves and our stuff and so fearful of the world around us that we 
have hand locks, deadbolts and alarm systems protecting us. We live on lots that are 
so spaced out that getting to know our neighbors takes sometimes no small amount 
of effort. Some of us rarely even see the outside of our homes, walking into the 
garage where one of our two cars is parked and pull out to drive 10, 15, 20 minutes 
to our place of work (by ourselves) where we work in an office or a classroom by 
ourselves. Some of us work at home and have little contact with the outside world. 
Others of us are in ‘the people business,’ some kind of sales or service industry – but 
let’s be honest, the person across the desk or the register from you isn’t really a 
person, just a potential sale so you can afford a bigger house with a better security 
system on a bigger lot further away from ‘the big city’ of Athens. In everything from 
having DVDs delivered to your home to shopping online, we live in a world where we 
can avoid people. If you prefer introverted behavior, you’ll identify with this one – I 
would much rather order pizza over the Internet than have to get on the phone and 
talk with someone. Anyone tracking with me on that? Introverts love the internet 
because you can avoid having actual conversations with real people. It’s beautiful. 
 
But at the end of the day, our bent towards comfort and convenience leaves us 
isolated from real people and real needs – we don’t meet the needs of others and 
they don’t meet our needs. Sure we’ll do the occasional good deed like Relay for Life 
or taking 5-10 minutes to think about and pray for people being tortured and abused 
for the sake of Christ, but heaven forbid if the needs of others get in our way. I am 
sometimes frightened by how self-absorbed I am – the other day, I was driving 
home and got caught up in all the traffic in downtown Watkinsville so they could lay 
brick for a couple of new crosswalks. I was on the phone with my dad and the light 
turned green and I guess we had been there so long that the guy in front of me 
didn’t move, so I preacher-cussed him, changing words ever so slightly so they don’t 



officially qualify as cuss words, but still coming out of the same heart so who really 
gives a rip what letters I put together. I had been thinking about these verses, so I 
got to mock myself by mentally saying something like, ‘Doesn’t that guy realize who 
I am and just how important it is for me to get where I want, when I want, without 
any inconvenience?’ 
 
Becoming People Who Take Risks for Love 
 
So here is this call to community and specifically here in 10:33-34 with the needs of 
the persecuted church lurking in the background alongside the very real needs that 
exist in this room, my question is this: how do we become the kind of people who 
move from self-isolation to giving ourselves in real practical ways in the name of 
love? 
 
Look at 10:34 with me because we need to see what it looks like when we extend 
ourselves to do life with other people, particularly when the circumstances are hard 
and cost us time, energy, money, maybe even our reputation and physical well-
being. What has to be in our DNA before we will ever ask the hard question and risk 
someone hating us in the short-term for the sake of their long-term future? Here’s 
what we see in 10:34 – you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully 
accepted the plundering of your property… So what we’re talking about is a life that 
is marked by words and actions which show other people that we are aware that 
their life is hard, we care that their life is hard, and we will do all that we can to 
alleviate those difficulties – that’s what we mean by sympathy or compassion and 
our lives take this particular shape because compassion, sympathy, grace, mercy - 
all exhibit the heart of God that has extended himself to meet our needs. Such 
compassion and sympathy is not the action of people who are emotionally detached 
from the situation. Biblical community expressed in words and actions of sympathy 
and compassion will always cost us something – from a minor interruption in our 
schedule to a major loss of financial resources or physical health. And it is here that 
many of our best intentions fall by the wayside – we see a need, we move to meet it, 
but stop short, why? Well, if we’re following the logic of this text, we don’t move 
towards suffering and need because we’re convinced it will make us more unhappy 
than living in isolation.  
 
Jesus once said, ‘Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life’ (John 12:25). Here’s what it all comes down to for 
us this morning – we do not give our lives away; we do not pursue community; we 
do not seek to meet the relational, physical, emotional, spiritual needs around us 
because we are convinced that we are better off preserving life for ourselves. We are 
not generous with our time because we’re convinced we’ll be happier if we can do 
what we want when we want to do it; we aren’t generous with our finances because 
we’re convinced that happiness is found in spending as much as we can on 
ourselves, or saving up money to use on ourselves at a later date; simply put, we 
aren’t generous with our life because we believe that ‘taking care of number one’ is 
not only our most important task in life; we focus on self because we believe that is 
the path to true happiness; the open road to the perfect life. 
 
Is that not what the rest of 10:34 reveals to us? Look for the connection between joy 
and this idea of the perfect life – you joyfully accepted the plundering of your 
property… How? Since you knew that you yourselves had a better and everlasting 
possession. Did you see that? Our joy is connected to the life that is qualitatively 
richer and holds its charge the longest, so to speak. In other words, we were created 



to pursue the life that brings us the most joy and happiness – a life the Scriptures 
describes as perfect, better, everlasting.  
 
Knowing Christ as a ‘Better, Eternal Possession’ 
 
So here’s the million dollar question – what is this ‘better, lasting possession’ that 
produces joy so deeply rooted that we live counterintuitively and countercultural, 
living for the good of others at great cost to our own comfort and convenience? 
We’re not playing games here. There are two roads before us – one will read to the 
perfect life and one will read to dark and debilitating misery. What do we have in our 
possession as Christians that is valuable and satisfying enough to carry us through 
our deepest sorrows and greatest pain on an undercurrent of authentic, abundant 
joy? You have to get this because this is Christianity – our better, eternal possession 
is not a thing or an experience; it’s Christ himself. We can and should and must give 
our lives away in community and risky acts of love and mercy because no matter 
what we lose on earth, we can never lose what is most valuable to us. What moves 
us away from comfort and convenience toward need according to 10:34 is knowing, 
head and heart, that in the presence of God there is fullness of joy and pleasures 
that last forever (Psalm 16:11).  
 
Look at 10:34 again with me and notice the importance of knowing that we have a 
better and lasting possession in Christ – we will not risk until we know that a life of 
mission and mercy holds no real risk. Because of Christ, we have God and not even 
the most catastrophic of losses can spill one drop from the eternal well of joy that is 
ours in Christ. So there is a call here to us to know – head and heart – the glories 
and riches and infinite value of our God. We are all grasping at straws and 
oftentimes it feels like we know nothing about God – we know plenty about him but 
how often do we walk in here feeling like we’re talking about a stranger rather than 
our infinitely valuable Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer? 
 
So I’ve got to ask you this morning if you know this God in such a way that life 
becomes a pursuit of leveraging your gifts, abilities, time and financial resources to 
make much of God in this world by meeting the needs of others. This is not a 
hypothetical or rhetorical question – is God so valuable that even now you are 
thinking of risky ways to move towards need away from comfort? When I wrote this 
down last night, I answered my own question this way: no. This might terrify you to 
know that the professional Christian on stage doesn’t know God very well, but I 
confess that I am a selfish man who loves to pursue the low-yield cotton candy of 
this world far too often. So the question for me and maybe for you becomes, how do 
we come to know this God as infinitely valuable, a joy-sustaining possession that 
lasts for all eternity? 
 
Start at Hebrews 1:1 and walk your way through this entire letter because the whole 
thing is designed to point us to Christ as the one who gives us the knowing and the 
confidence that 10:35 talks about. We know God and live confidently in his 
surpassing greatness because of what Christ did perfectly on the cross, because of 
what is doing for us now in heaven, and because of what he will do for us at the 
second coming and throughout eternity. He is the one who has destroyed the power 
of death (2:15). He is the High Priest who opens the way to the throne of grace 
(4:15-16). Christ is the one who will always and forever be interceding on our behalf 
(7:25); the one whose blood cleanses our consciences (9:14), and redeemed us for 
today and eternity (9:12). His death is the single sacrifice that perfects us for all 
time (10:14). And one day, Christ will come again to save all those who are eagerly 



waiting for him. He has insured the forgiveness of our sins and he brings us into the 
presence of God forever and ever (8:6-11).  
 
All of our knowing; all of our confidence comes from Christ. It is not ours because we 
earn it – it is ours by believing that it belongs to us. So when 10:34 says that the 
key to unshakable joy in the face of suffering and loss is ‘knowing that we have a 
better and everlasting possession,’ it means that we know this because of Christ. 
Christ alone authenticates and guarantees that our hope in the infinite value of God 
is not in vain.  
 
Community – Destroying Suburbia and Celebrating Christ Together 
 
So what does all of this mean? For starters, it gives shape to all of our small groups 
as environments where both encouragement and warning take place out of love and 
care and concern for each other. I think I can speak for all of our leaders in saying 
that we have no desire for these to be random gatherings of disconnected people. 
Community means that we loving warn people from flaking out on giving their lives 
away because they think the temporary costs are higher than they can bear. 
Community means that we continually point each other to Christ and the cross and 
pursue him as our greatest joy and treasure, believing that mercy and grace and 
sympathy and compassion and love are the fruits of faith, the by-product of a life 
that banks all of its hope on Christ bringing us to God. Look at 10:39 where we find 
one of the guiding verses for group life as we work together so we can say that ‘we 
are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and 
preserve their souls.’ What we should see are people doing life together in ways that 
move away from the myth of self-sufficiency and the false hope of isolation as our 
groups become the vehicle for Jesus to destroy the illusion of suburbia.  
 
This text also helps us understand why this Table is set before us. We take time each 
month to eat this meal together and on this particular morning, we eat this bread 
and drink from this cup as a tangible way of knowing Christ as our ‘better and 
eternal possession.’ When we begin to get that this meal is the gospel in picture 
form, the message of grace embodied in a way we can taste and touch, then God 
moves from merely an objective reality to an all-satisfying experience. None of us 
walk up here in a position of perfection – this is a place for us to confess our isolation 
and our lust for comfort and convenience; a place for us to bring the pain of being 
burned by people so badly that we’re hesitant to ‘give our lives away’; some of us 
have been AWOL from community groups and have spent all our time and energy 
and money on ourselves instead of leveraging our lives for the good of others. And 
it’s when we lay down at this table those things we have done and the things that 
have been done to us that we find Christ in grace, mercy, and love waiting for us as 
our more satisfying and everlasting possession, who will use this table to convince us 
to pursue God and the good of others in real and risky ways. 
 
So I’m going to give you some time to process all of this, then I’ll pray for us and the 
elders will come forward to serve this meal to you. If you’re here as a Christian who 
is imperfect but clings to the satisfying perfection of Christ, this meal is for you. 
Christ is your meal ticket, not your performance. If you’re here and you’re not sure 
you’re a Christian – maybe there’s doubt or a pattern of sin you’re struggling to 
break – here is the place to come with your doubts and your sin; you need this meal. 
Come and eat. Come and drink. If you’re not a Christian, you don’t need this – you 
need Christ. As others are coming forward, stay seated and work through this 
question with God or yourself – what if Christ is enough? What if he really is better 



and more lasting than anything and everything else you might give yourself to? I’ll 
leave you to do business with God, confessing a life of isolation and thanking him for 
his grace to us in Christ. 
 
As our elders come forward, let me remind you that Jesus came up with this idea of 
a meal serving the spiritual hunger and thirst of his people. We read in the New 
Testament letter of I Corinthians ‘that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is 
my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way also he 
took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.’ So we invite 
all of you who would cling to Christ to come forward and be served. This is a family 
reunion - sin has been confessed, grace is being extended; this should be a feast 
filled with joy and laughter and hugs and back-slapping. There will be music. There’s 
food. Yes, Jesus died – that is why we are here. But he has also risen; he’s alive and 
he is our joy. We have both wine and grape juice; take what you will and return to 
your seat or stand in the back with people from your community group and when 
we’ve all been served, we’ll eat and drink together. The body and blood of Christ for 
you…come and receive. 
 


