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Turn with me in your Bibles to Hebrews 9 which you’ll find near the back, just a few 
pages to the left of Revelation. We’re going to read Hebrews 9:15-22 together – I’ll 
be the only one speaking out loud but I want to encourage you to listen well because 
we’re convinced that the words that I’m about to read are the message God intended 
for you to hear before time began. I know that sounds like some kind of spooky 
coincidence that you’d run into on an episode of Lost, but think of what it means if 
it’s true. As weird as it sounds and in a place as unlikely as a gym, God is here and 
he has something to say to us. I don’t want you to miss what he has to say to you, 
so I’d like to pray (which means that because of what Jesus has done for us, we’re 
able to ask God to help us hear and listen and understand and embrace and live in 
light of his message) and then we’ll read 9:15-22 as God speaks to us.   
 
15 Therefore, Jesus is the mediator of a new covenant, since a death has happened 
that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant, so 
that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance. 16 (For 
where there is a covenant, it is necessary for the death of the one who ratifies it to 
be brought forward, 17 for a covenant is confirmed by sacrificial death, since it is 
never valid while the one who ratifies it lives. 18 This is why not even the first 
covenant was confirmed without blood. 19 For when each commandment of the law 
had been proclaimed by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and 
goats, together with water, crimson wool and sprigs of hyssop, he sprinkled both the 
book itself and all the people, 20 saying, ‘This is the blood of the covenant that God 
has commanded for you.’ 21 He also sprinkled the tabernacle and all the vessels used 
in worship with blood. 22 In fact almost everything is purified with blood, according to 
the law, but without the application of blood there is no decisive purification.) 
 
As many of you know, last month we voted to change the name of our church from 
Christ Church Presbyterian to Christ Community Church beginning August 1st. Earlier 
this week I was on a walk around our neighborhood with my little boy Jonathan and 
one of our neighbors was out in her driveway with her two little girls selling 
lemonade for $.25. So we stopped and got some lemonade and I was able to meet 
Jill and talk for a few minutes – found out she’s pregnant with their third daughter, 
learned what her husband does for a living, and then she asked me what I did and 
when I said I was a pastor she asked where and I said, “Well, we’re about to change 
the name of the church to Christ Community Church.” She asked what we were 
changing it from and when I said ‘Christ Church Presbyterian’ she asked why we 
decided to change it. My answer was pretty simple (and I hope this is how we’ll talk 
about our new name where we live, work, and play) – we’re a group of Presbyterians 
committed to serving our community.  
 
It’s funny since we took the word Presbyterian out of our name, but I’m convinced 
that this move is only going to strengthen our convictions about being Presbyterian. 
My guess is that more than a few of us who are members (not even visitors) would 
struggle to articulate what makes us distinctive from our Baptist, Methodist, or 
Pentecostal friends. My guess is that some of us are content to just have a title and 
really haven’t been concerned to know what it means to be Presbyterian, as long as 
we’re nice people and talk about Jesus occasionally.  
 



But I think it’s critical that we know what it means to be Presbyterian because at the 
heart of this particular form of Christianity is a commitment to biblical reformation. 
Some of us are aware of the term reformed theology and occasionally you’ll hear 
people talk about being ‘reformed’ (which ultimately means we believe that we all 
suck and we need Jesus to fix everything1) and its important that we remember that 
the root of the word ‘reform’ is ‘form.’ We’re committed to a form, to a particular 
way of doing all of life (including this thing we call church) and we believe that 
because we have a tendency to develop traditions that sometimes outlast their value 
in a changing world, we must always be adjusting the way we do things in order to 
most effectively live out this form which we believe is found in the Bible. The 
Scriptures are our standard for what we believe and how we should live and so as we 
seek to be a church that serves this community – not the Watkinsville of ten years 
ago but the Watkinsville of today and the future – we must be a people committed to 
living out the values of the Scriptures. 
 
That helps us understand why we’ve spent so much time knee-deep in Hebrews off 
and on for almost two years – we believe that this letter like the rest of the 
Scriptures has something to say to us that is critical for us to hear and live out. If 
you remember at the very end of our sermon on the first part of Hebrews 9 a few 
weeks ago, we talked about the fact that one of the reasons why we believe Jesus is 
such a big deal is because he provides everything we need to live the life we were 
created to live. If we could crystallize life into a single word, I’d probably pick the 
word ‘give.’ You and I were created to give our life away – to people like us, to 
people very different from us, and ultimately, we were created to give our life to 
God. Here’s what’s strange about that way of thinking – logic seems to demand that 
if you give something away you lose it. But Jesus taught us that in His kingdom, 
when you give something away, you actually gain because you’re living in light of 
God’s design for you. 
 
At least one of the reasons we don’t give ourselves away, according to 9:14, is what 
we call our conscience. One of the reasons we need Jesus is because apart from Him, 
our lives are little more than an amalgamation of guilt and slavery that keeps us 
focused on ourselves with no time or energy to give to other people. Guilt kills our 
movement towards God and other people because we feel like a hypocrite who says 
one thing and does something completely different; bondage paralyses us because 
how can we ever expect to move towards others when we are slaves in a world of 
our own design? The only solution to a guilty and enslaved conscience is Jesus. Here 
is the heart of the good news that we call the gospel – because of Jesus, the power 
of God’s kingdom has broken into time and space to renew everything. That was 
what we saw last time. 
 
This morning, I want to build off of that and see that Jesus makes us missional by 
giving us God. This is the thing that you and I need to hear this morning as we 
spend a few minutes thinking about how Jesus works in our heart and mind in such a 
way that our lives are transformed from self-centered paralysis into a life that gives 
itself passionately to God and those around you where you live, work, and play. If 
you look in 9:15, you’ll find a summary of everything that this writer has been 
saying since the middle of chapter 8, namely that Jesus is the mediator (the umpire, 
the arbitrator, the go-between) of what we call a new covenant. We need to talk 
more about that in just a second, but what I want to make sure we see first is why 
we need Jesus to be this for us. Or you can ask the question this way – what would 

                                         
1 Thanks to Mark Driscoll for that one… 



we lose if Jesus isn’t our mediator? If Jesus doesn’t stand between us and God 
(which is what he does as a mediator), then what would change in our world? 
If you follow the flight path of 9:15, what you’ll find is this: if Jesus isn’t our go-
between with a holy, just, and righteous God, then we will not receive the 
inheritance that God has promised us. Do you see that? Therefore, Jesus is the 
mediator of a new covenant…so that we might receive the promised eternal 
inheritance. All of us sitting here this morning have been promised an inheritance 
from God himself, but we are completely unable to receive it unless Jesus is our 
mediator.  
 
How many of our kids know what an inheritance is? An inheritance is something 
valuable that you receive from someone, usually from an older person in your family 
like your grandparents. Sometimes its money, sometimes its land, sometimes it’s a 
piece of furniture that’s been in the family since Teddy Roosevelt was in short pants. 
For my son, its hundreds of his Papa’s baseball cards from the 50s and 60s – that’s 
part of Lindsey’s dad’s inheritance to his firstborn grandson, a prized possession kept 
within the family as it is passed down from generation to generation. 
 
God’s design for your life and my life is that we might receive the inheritance that he 
has promised to give us. Now God owns everything and has always been in the 
business of taking what belongs to him and giving it as a gift to his people. When 
you read through the first part of the Bible, you see that God’s inheritance is given to 
the people of Israel in the form of land. Beginning in Genesis and continuing all the 
way until the end of the Old Testament story when God’s people are in exile, God 
continues to promise his people that he will provide them with a home here on earth. 
But here in Hebrews 9, the inheritance that has been promised is bigger than our 
own 40 acres – what we have been promised is redemption, salvation – which is 
something far bigger than securing our personal first-class ticket to heaven; what we 
have been promised is that the power of the kingdom of heaven is here and is fixing 
everything that has been broken and ruined. Think about that for just a second – 
what in your life and your world is broken? I was having a conversation with my 
mom a couple days ago about my younger brother who some of you know has a 
highly functional form of autism. The gospel provides hope for Nathan, whose 
biggest desire in life is to just be ‘normal,’ and the hope is that God is right now 
making Nathan more like Jesus and one day and for all eternity, Nathan will join 
Jesus in heaven and never, ever be less than perfect. My parents are here this 
morning and the hope they should take in the gospel is that the kingdom of heaven 
obliterates autism and we will spend eternity seeing Nathan as God has always seen 
him. That’s just one example for my family – what is it for you? What are the places, 
the relationships, the situations in life that need to be renewed and re-wired back to 
their default, Godward direction? We must be convinced that the gospel changes 
everything from relational dynamics to systems of justice to the good of God’s world 
– there is nothing exempt from the transforming power of the cross. Will everything 
be fixed perfectly on earth? No, but real change begins here and every flaw in our 
lives and world will one day be removed permanently and completely. That is the 
gospel – that is our inheritance.  
 
So there is an inheritance that is ours, but there is a catch – we can’t have it unless 
we have Jesus. We need Jesus in order to receive this inheritance and we need him 
because he alone can get things square with us and God. I think we’re well aware 
that we live in a world that doesn’t much care about where we stand with God unless 
we’re asking Him to bless America or somehow get the Braves into the playoffs this 
year. But again, the reality is that the single greatest reason why our life feels off-



kilter in so many different ways is because we’ve mucked things up with God. There 
is a condition to this inheritance that God has promised us and its simply this – we 
must be part of his family. If you want the inheritance, you must be part of God’s 
family; the problem is that no one is part of God’s family apart from Jesus because 
our natural bent is to reject the family name and the relationship between us and 
God that we talk about here in Hebrews 9 as a covenant.  
 
We’ve talked a little bit about covenants and their importance to us. The whole 
reason why Frank and Tonya Beedle should have any confidence that Ellie’s baptism 
will play a significant role in her salvation is because of promises God made to them 
in the context of a covenant, which is a binding relationship between two parties who 
make promises to each other. In the case of Ellie’s baptism, Frank and Tonya have 
promised to point her to Jesus as she grows up and God has promised to be her God. 
When we put water on Ellie’s head, we were symbolizing our conviction that those 
promises between God and his people were sealed and are now binding. Both Frank 
and Tonya and God are responsible for the promises that they made.  
 
But what happens if one of the two parties in a covenant relationship breaks their 
promise? If you think about it in the context of God’s story, that question is not 
merely hypothetical because the people involved with God under what’s called ‘the 
first covenant’ in 9:15 were perpetual covenant breakers as they rejected God for all 
kinds of other things. This rejection didn’t come as a surprise to God; in fact, he 
predicted it when he entered into this relationship with the people and made 
provision for the failure of his people by creating a system of repentance and 
atonement, where the people could confess that they had been unfaithful to God and 
have the punishment they deserved as covenant breakers directed away from them 
and placed in full on someone else – in this case an animal set aside and ritually 
slaughtered.  
 
Now I know that sounds strange and the slasher-film feel of the covenant doesn’t get 
any less bizarre when you read this story beginning in 9:19 about the OT hero Moses 
who sealed this first covenant with God’s people at Mt. Sinai by soaking up the blood 
of a young cow that had been slaughtered with wool and a paint-brush-like plant 
called hyssop, and sprinkling everything around with blood, including the people. 
Why? Because 9:22 says that blood cleanses and purifies what it touches. Like I 
said, this sounds rather bizarre with this visual of blood splattering everywhere and 
it’s hard to imagine considering yourself clean if you’ve got fresh cow blood on you. 
 
Part of our struggle is that we see blood and think death, but in God’s eyes blood is 
also a symbol of life. This isn’t some kind of crazy voodoo magic but simply the 
prerogative of Almighty God in displaying his grace in such a way that death brings 
life. That’s what this writer is trying to get across in 9:16-17: we have failed to be 
faithful to our covenant promises to God, not because we are unable to be faithful as 
much as it is that we are unwilling to be faithful. We break the covenant because we 
hate God and his kingdom. We are traitors against the King which is an offense that 
can be justly paid only by death. Yet here is God offering us redemption, salvation, 
freedom and forgiveness…on one condition. Someone must die. 
 
So you have this really elaborate slaughterhouse that God gives to his people – but 
He never intended for the people to put their ultimate hope in these sacrifices. That’s 
the problem throughout this entire letter of Hebrews – misplaced hope – and while 
we might not put our hope in a side of beef, do we not all look to other things 
besides Jesus for our hope, our purpose, our freedom, our forgiveness? In the same 



way that this writer must remind his original audience that their only hope is found in 
Jesus because it was his death, not the death of Elsie the Cow that saved people in 
the Old Testament, so also we need to be reminded that our only hope is in Jesus. 
There is no hope to be found in the stainless steel appliances in our homes, the drop-
down DVD player in our Suburban, the fact that we’re cute or trendy eally cool 
because we recycle and listen to obscure bands that no one’s ever heard of. Our 
hope isn’t in our quiet time, how many Sundays we show up here, or how much 
money we tithe. Our hope isn’t in the school we send our kids to or whether or not 
we have two months’ salary gathering dust in a savings account.  
 
Here’s our hope. Jesus loves me. He died for me. His death has fixed everything; he 
has made all things new, even if our jacked-up world hides the reality that the 
kingdom of heaven is here. Jesus died that we might have life; he stood in our place 
and took the bullet of God’s wrath so that we might become part of God’s family. 
Jesus suffered the unspeakable horror of the cross so that you and I might joyfully 
live as agents of his kingdom, declaring and displaying God’s infinite value where we 
live, work, and play.  
 
But at the end of the day, forgiveness and freedom and being part of God’s family 
are only means to a greater end. As we follow God’s calling as a church and learn to 
live as a community of missionaries to be a church that this world finds irresistible, 
we need to know that missional living is not our goal. God is our goal. We care about 
living missionally because at the end of the day, our joy is not that we lived out our 
created purpose; our joy is that we get the One we were created for. Jesus is the 
mediator of our relationship with God because He died so that we might be 
redeemed from the hell we’ve created for ourselves with a salvation that gives us 
God. That’s what really counts in salvation, even more than getting rid of all the crap 
in our lives. We care about the gospel because God is the gospel. We long for heaven 
because God is in heaven. He is our inheritance. He is our hope, our joy, our 
everything.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


