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I came across an article earlier this week about sharks and was fascinated by some 
of the little things that distinguish sharks from other things living in the ocean. For 
instance, their sense of smell is so strong that some species can detect as little as 
one part per million of blood in seawater. Sharks have eyelids but they don’t blink 
because the water they swim in cleanses their eyes. They have special sensory pores 
on their heads that detect electrical fields created by prey and they can hear prey 
many miles away because of a small opening on each side of their head. Different 
species of sharks like the Pygmy Shark can be as small as your hand while the Whale 
Shark (which is the largest fish in the world) can grow up to 49 feet long. 
 
As I was reading, I came across one remarkable similarity between people and 
sharks. Like other fish, sharks ‘breathe’ by pulling oxygen from seawater as it passes 
over their gills. But sharks are designed in such a way that they need more oxygen 
than most fish, meaning that if they stop swimming, there wouldn’t be enough water 
circulation and the shark would suffocate. On top of that, sharks have to keep 
moving because they sink when they stop swimming. That got me thinking about 
how you and I are like sharks - both of us were created to keep moving. Sharks were 
created to always be swimming and each of us and every single person in the history 
of the world were created to always be moving towards God and other people; we 
were created to join God on his global, eternal mission of restoring all things to their 
original design – to declare and display the infinite value of God. 
 
We need to see that as we come to Hebrews 8 because our time in Hebrews 8-9 is a 
call to be renewed in our commitment to God’s mission. On the front of your worship 
guide is our take on the theme of these two chapters – the reality that in Jesus, 
salvation is here; meaning that Jesus has brought both freedom and forgiveness into 
our world. What we’ll miss if we’re not careful is that the purpose of this freedom and 
forgiveness is Godward and missional. We have been forgiven for our failure to join 
in God’s mission of declaring and displaying God’s infinite value; and we have been 
freed to now jump onboard and live a life that does, in fact, declare and display 
God’s infinite value.  
 
One of the challenges of diving deep into God’s Word is that we can get so caught up 
in the details that we miss the overall theme of this part of God’s story. Hebrews is 
not a story where we learn all the background of the various characters before we 
jump in – this is a story that picks up in the middle of a story and doesn’t fill in the 
blanks until later on. So the writer begins by talking about how Jesus is better than 
those things which this people thought were most valuable – angels, the OT hero 
Moses, and now the men set aside by God to maintain the people’s relationship with 
God. My guess is angels and priests aren’t on our list of most valuable things, so 
substitute what really is most valuable to you and know that Jesus is better than 
anything and everything you think will do it for you.  
 
What I don’t think I’ve done well is to be clear as to why this writer continues to 
drive home that Jesus is better than anything or everything else, mainly because 
we’ve been following the flow of this letter and it’s not until chapter 10 that we begin 



to see this question of ‘why Jesus must be trusted and treasured above all things’ 
begin to be answered. 
 
What we find when we get to Hebrews 10 is that this is a people who have moved 
away from mission and have become paralyzed by fear – fear caused by the fact that 
these friends are being severely mistreated because they believe that Jesus is the 
most important and most satisfying thing in the universe. Their friends and families 
have rejected them, some of them were thrown in prison, others had their homes 
and property destroyed – life had become very scary for those who made a big deal 
about Jesus and some of them were ready to take Jesus out into the woods and 
leave him there.  
 
And what this writer is going to say is that you can’t just toss Jesus aside like the 
stray dog you took in and now want to get rid of because they dig up your rose 
garden. In fact, he says that if you really want to know fear, then see what happens 
when you walk away from Jesus (10:27,31). Why? Because God created you to join 
Him in his mission and if you reject Jesus, you disconnect yourself from God’s 
mission of restoration in the world around us.  
 
We see all of this come together at the end of the letter in chapter 13 when the 
writer calls us to join Jesus in this mission to make much of God: ‘So Jesus also 
suffered outside the gate (this is referring to his death on the cross) in order to 
sanctify the people through his own blood.’ That word ‘sanctify’ is also referred to as 
‘making us holy,’ and it’s the same idea as this salvation of freedom and forgiveness 
we’re talking about here in Hebrews 8. And just to show you that our sanctification, 
our being made holy, our salvation, our freedom and forgiveness exists to move us 
to mission, check out 13:13 – [because Jesus died to free and forgive us], ‘therefore, 
let us go to him outside the camp and bear His reproach (His disgrace).’ All that to 
say, the point of Hebrews and the point of the Scriptures is to show us that Jesus 
came and lived and died and rose from the dead not only to get us a ticket to 
heaven, but so that we might join God in his mission to make all things new and be 
used to honor God. The message of Hebrews and the message of the entire 
Scriptures is a missional message – it is a call to God’s people to be people on the 
move, which is made possible only because of Jesus. 
 
Now, we need to see that in the particular group of words we’ve come to in our 
journey through this letter. So let’s read and worship God through the words of 8:7-
13:   
 
6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the 
old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises.  7 
For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to 
look for a second.  8 For he finds fault with them when he says [in the OT prophecy 
of Jeremiah]: "Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  9 not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and 
so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.  10 For this is the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my 
laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and 
each one his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest.  12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I 



will remember their sins no more."  13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the 
first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish 
away. 
 
The problem with the relationship that God had with his people before Jesus was not 
that it was wrong or altogether different than our relationship with God through 
Jesus. Sometimes you’ll hear people say that salvation before Jesus was earned by 
people’s obedience to things like the Ten Commandments; but now our relationship 
with God is based on God’s grace (which is his kindness and action for the good of 
his people that we don’t deserve; in fact, we deserve the exact opposite of God’s 
kindness). OT and NT salvation are both by grace but there is a difference in what 
God has promised his people on either side of the cross and what we have now is 
better than what was promised before.  
 
So when we get to 8:7-8a, what we see is that there was something wrong with this  
first agreement (or covenant) made between God and his people at a place called 
Mt. Sinai when he gave things like the Ten Commandments to his people. The 
problem was not that God’s promises weren’t good – 8:8 tells us that the problem 
was not with God’s promises but with the people – their hearts were calloused 
towards God and consequently they rejected God’s call to join him in his mission of 
making much of himself in all of life. Those are the reading glasses through which we 
should read the Scriptures – this is a missional story of God calling and setting apart 
a people to declare and display his inestimable value in every part of their lives.  
 
And what we find here in Hebrews 8 is a reminder that we need something more 
than God’s rules if we are going to live missionally. The problem we face in this room 
is not our heads but our heart. So deep is our heart rejection of God and his mission 
that not even coming eyeball to eyeball with God, like the people of Israel did at this 
place called Mt. Sinai, will turn our hearts and lives to God. And throughout the OT, 
you find God promising grace and mercy to his people – so passionate is he for us to 
make much of him that he has promised his people to provide what they need to join 
him in his mission.  
 
The writer of Hebrews quotes these words from the OT prophecy of Jeremiah to drive 
home this point for you and me – Jesus has bought mercy for our mission. Jesus 
has bought mercy for our mission. Let me say that one more time so we don’t miss 
it: Jesus has bought mercy for our mission. 8:9-11 reeks of mission – ‘God bringing 
his people out of Egypt’; the promises in 8:10-11 extend to our hearts, our lives and 
our minds. If we are going to make much of God in this world, we must know God, 
we must love God and we must live as his people and the mission of God that we’re 
called to join him in is to restore this Godward orientation to our world.  
 
Just one problem – we don’t have the bullets to fire the gun. If left to ourselves, God 
will not have our hearts, our minds or our lives and he certainly won’t have us as 
partners in his mission. Is this not the testimony of our lives – that we don’t know 
God as well as we ought; that we don’t love what we do know of God; and that there 
are gaps the size of Fat Albert between what we say and what we do? Rather than 
giving ourselves to the mission of God, we are committed to our own mission, 
looking to make much of ourselves rather than God. We’re like the identity theft 
commercials on TV where some guy who looks like your weird Uncle Bob is talking 
about the leather bustier he just bought – only the voice coming out his mouth isn’t 
his; it’s some 23 year-old chick who stole his credit card and is having a shopping 
spree courtesy of your Uncle Bob.  



 
That’s us in a nutshell – some crazy chick buying leather bustiers on someone else’s 
dime. I know it sounds irreverent – but the reality of our lives makes that image look 
like the Folgers coffee commercial where Peter comes home for Christmas. This is 
God’s world and we’re running around like we own the joint. No wonder that when 
we get to chapter ten, the writer of Hebrews tells us that it is horrible beyond 
description to be on God’s business end for robbing him of what is rightfully his.  
 
So how bizarre is it to hear God say to us, promise us that ‘he will be our God and 
we will be his people’? Either we’ve been misdiagnosed and falsely accused of 
robbing God, or God is a bigger patsy than George McFly. The truth is that neither 
misdiagnosis nor God being a bigger pushover than France is the reason for we who 
have tried to replace God at the center of the universe are now his allies, his people. 
The reason why God is renewing our minds and ravishing our hearts and 
revolutionizing our lives to join him in the mission for which you and I were created 
has nothing to do with us and everything to do with Jesus. Like I said before, what 
this writer wants us to see is that Jesus has bought mercy for our mission.  
 
Look at 8:12 – why has God made these continual promises about what he will do 
for us? How do we know that he will deliver on this promise of a mind that knows 
God, a heart that loves God and a life that declares and displays his worth and glory? 
‘For [because God says] I will be merciful towards their iniquities, and I will 
remember their sins no more.’  Here’s who we are apart from Jesus – people full of 
sin and iniquity. We have hijacked God’s mission and made it our own and to this 
group of terrorists, God says I will show you mercy and compassion, not the kind of 
mercy that let’s bygones be bygones. No, this mercy is blood-bought mercy – it is 
grace that has been purchased, not simply given away like free samples of smoked 
sausage at the mall. Our freedom and our forgiveness were paid for in full by Jesus 
at the cross and his work was so right and so perfect that the King and Judge who 
had sentenced us to death has pardoned us and given us the keys to the kingdom. 
Everything that we needed to be loved by God and everything we needed to love 
God by giving our lives to his mission in every part of our lives is a gift of grace and 
mercy, and such grace and mercy is ours because of Christ. 
 
So what are we supposed to do with all of this talk of mission and mercy and Jesus? 
Let’s think about it in the context of those of us who are fathers…dads…daddies. 
What do these verses have to do with the world you and I are swimming in? 
Typically, Father’s Day is the worst day of the year to be a Dad in church because in 
contrast to Mother’s Day where moms are told they’re like buttons – they keep 
everything together – dads are knocked around like they’re pitchers in the Braves 
bullpen. Happy Father’s Day – you are the laziest, good-for-nothing, workaholic, 
don’t-help-out-with-the-kids, irresponsible ox on the planet. Dads are portrayed like 
we’re grown-up teenagers – good for comic relief and insensitive comments but 
everyone knows that mom has all the wisdom in the house, right?  
 
What I find is that most dads are confused and frustrated – we’re pretty sure we 
should be doing a better job than we’re doing, but to be honest, no one ever really 
told us what we’re supposed to be doing with our kids. I mean, you tell me – in one 
sentence, what is the goal of your parenting? If at the end of your life someone asks 
you if you won at parenting, how would you know? What qualifies someone as a 
good dad? My guess is that there are dozens of different answers to that question, 
but when all the smoke clears, one answer remains standing as king of the mountain 
– our goal as fathers is to love and equip our children to live as missionaries in the 



community in which they live. We do not parent simply to raise good kids. We don’t 
even parent just to get our kids saved. Your son’s freedom and your daughter’s 
forgiveness are not the end goal – our freedom and forgiveness exist so that we 
might worship God and give our lives away to other people so they will worship God 
through Jesus. That’s what missional parenting looks like.  
 
So how are you doing, dads? How are you doing with your own mission? In the 
movie Old School, three guys in their 30s start a fraternity to break up the monotony 
of their lives – one of them is a lawyer who’s approached at his office by a guy from 
the copy room or something who in hushed tones asks if the rumors of this fraternity 
are true. Well, it’s a secret thing so our hero Mitch tries to play it off, but copy guy 
pleads with him, telling him that all he does is work, go home at night and play golf 
on Sundays…and he hates golf. This is not a man-only thing but here’s reality for 
each of us as men – we were created for something bigger than ourselves. We were 
created for an adventure – not kayaking or jumping out of a plane or running around 
naked in the woods – no, we were created to put our gifts, our talents, our interests 
– everything that we bring to the table, big and small, is a gift intended by God to be 
used in his mission of making much of him in all of life. 
 
That’s what you were created for. That’s what your wife was created for. That’s what 
your kids were created for. That’s what all of us were created for. So, how you doing, 
dad? How are we all doing? Do we hear this call to mission and feel hope spark 
within us like the combustion engine of a ’65 Mustang? Are you careening towards 
despair as you take stock of your life and your parenting? Here’s the thing – God’s 
intention this morning is not to guilt you into volunteering for his army. No, what 
God is up to in this room is to give you a glimpse of his vision for your life and to 
eradicate every excuse you have about why you can’t live out his mission in your 
vocation, in your home, in your hobbies, in the church, in the world.  
 
Not smart enough? God has provided the church to equip you through CrossRoads 
weekends and our new men’s ministry beginning this fall – but don’t miss the real 
promise in 8:11 as God says that he has taken responsibility for you knowing him. 
He is not hiding, he is pursuing you through His Word and through community. Some 
of us know lots of things about God but find our heart wandering off like a toddler in 
a toy store. God says I’ll make sure you not only know me, but that you’ll love me 
more than trucks and tools and Georgia football. We all wonder sometimes if our 
actions are grounds for God to divorce us, kick us off his team, pull us from this 
mission we were created for – don’t miss God promise you here and now that 
because Jesus has bought mercy for you and me by his life, death, and resurrection, 
he will be our God forever and we will be his people forever. If you’ve been running 
from God and doing your own thing, God is offering you mercy this morning. If you’d 
say you’re not a Christian or you’re not sure, God extends the offer to you right now 
to be your Everything and to make you His forever. If you are a Christian and God 
has made you aware that you have slipped back into a life of terrorism as you hijack 
God’s mission for your own, God would have you remember that Jesus has bought 
mercy for your mission and invites you back to the team.  


