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Good morning – great to see you. Why don’t you turn with me in your Bibles to 
Genesis 1 (right at the beginning of the book), and if you left your Bible at home, 
grab your sermon notes that were inside your worship guide as we begin a brand 
new series of messages that will be our focus for the next six weeks. I want you to 
imagine a question that some of us as parents have been asked – you’re tucking 
your 6 year old son or daughter into bed when they ask you, “Mom (or Dad), what 
makes me a boy and not a girl? What makes me a girl and not a boy?” How would 
you answer them, and would your answer be one that resonates with God’s design 
for boys and girls, men and women, dudes and chicks. What is a man? What is a 
woman? 
 
My guess is that most of us would struggle to be able to give a coherent answer that 
does justice to the pattern of masculinity and femininity that the Scriptures lay out 
for us. There are all kinds of factors that impact how we might respond – the 
relationships between our parents and other adults as we grew up; the cultural 
messages about what makes a man a man and what makes a woman a woman; if 
we’ve been around the church, our perspective on these relationships has been 
shaped by what has been taught and modeled (or not taught and modeled) by 
church leaders and other Christians.  
 
Much of our confusion and struggle stems from the world that we’re living in – 
consider some of the gender issues that have come to the surface since the 
beginning of the year. You can begin with the one that comes to mind first for many 
of us, as this year’s Academy Awards were enamored with films that told stories of 
homosexual relationships and transgender identity; on February 6, New York 
magazine published an article on students at a NYC high school where students 
regularly, openly, and proudly engaged in sexual activity with other students of both 
genders; the growing number of twentysomething men who after spending 6 or 7 
years in college have moved back home with mom and dad to live in a state of 
extended adolescence; the forced resignation of the president of Harvard University 
after his speculation that the reason why so few women stand at the top of science 
and engineering is because of innate gender differences; the recent comments on 
Good Morning America by a prominent feminist thinker that stay at home moms are 
a threat to society by choosing the home over the workplace; the premiere of the 
series “Big Love” on HBO about a modern-day polygamist in suburban Utah who tries 
to balance three wives and seven children; the growing controversy over homosexual 
parenting and adoption; not to mention the attempts – both benign and caustic – to 
insist that men and women are equal in every way and must be treated no different 
from each other – so women in combat is in and opening doors for women is out.  
 
Now the church gets nailed for focusing on and lobbing verbal grenades against the 
homosexual agenda and radical feminism – and I’ll be the first to admit that 
contemporary conservative evangelicalism seems to spend a lot of time talking about 
these issues while seemingly ignoring ethical problems of poverty and the war in 
Iraq. However, the problems we face in relationship to gender run much deeper than 
the cultural or academic elite and impact each of us in countless ways – even within 
the context of the church. I’m not speaking about the question of ordaining 



homosexuals or transgendered individuals to vocational ministry – that’s not really 
an issue within our group of churches. Where it tends to hit us in this room is the 
question of what areas of ministry and service are fair game for both men and 
women and which areas are reserved only for men or for women. The question of 
gender impacts the marriages in this room, where one sometimes wonders who 
wears the pants in the family, only to wonder if such a question is even relevant in 
our day and time. We squabble and bicker with one another over this issue or that 
issue - rolling our eyes because the men make decisions by cold, objective fact 
without ever considering anyone’s feelings and the only thing that they want to talk 
about is sex; shaking our heads because the women just sit around and gossip and 
cry and try to make everybody happy and think about everything but sex. If you’re a 
visitor – welcome to our big happy family, we’re glad you’re here! 
 
Because our church exists to provide a safe home for God’s people, we need to take 
the time to tackle some of these in-house issues head-on; and because our church 
exists to be an effective mission in taking the gospel of Jesus Christ to every gas 
station, residence, warehouse, farmhouse, henhouse, outhouse and doghouse we 
can get to, we must think hard and well about how the gospel impacts the question 
of men and women, guys and girls, dudes and chicks.  
 
So here’s our plan for the next six weeks. After spending this week and next week 
laying the groundwork and casting the biblical vision of what it means to be men and 
women, we’ll spend time looking at how this issue of gender played out in Jesus’ life 
and ministry; then we’ll spend the last three weeks talking about how God’s design 
for masculinity and femininity plays out in the church, in marriage, and in all of life. 
At the heart of this series is the cross of Good Friday and the empty grave of Easter 
morning. We’ll spend Easter morning asking this question – how does the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ transform the way men and women interact in the details 
of life in the world around us? These six weeks have been designed with Easter in 
mind and the message that we want to communicate every week is this: the life and 
death of Jesus Christ has restored the relationship between men and women to their 
original God-given design.  
 
This morning and next Sunday are really two parts of one message: I want to spend 
a few minutes with you in Genesis 1 so we can see the roots of God’s intent in 
making us male and female; next week, Jared Bryant is going to walk us through 
Genesis 2-3 so we can get even more grounded in God’s design before discovering 
why the relationship between men and women has been more hostile than 
harmonious for thousands of years. Again, overarching both weeks is the gospel – 
that Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection has restored this relationship back to its 
original design – but first we have to see what that design is and why Jesus had to 
live, die, and rise from the grave to fix it. 
 
So here we are in Genesis 1 – let’s read verses 26-28 and then jump down to verse 
31 – because this is God’s message to us and we all have a natural anti-God bent, 
we always pray before we read and listen to God speak to us, asking him to 
straighten us out: 
 
26 Then God said, "Let us make man1 in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth."  27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them.  28 And God blessed them. And God said to 



them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth…31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, 
it was very good. 
 
Out of those four verses and all the things that we could say about them, here’s the 
one thing I want you to get and take home with you: God’s perfect design for 
men and women is to be equal in value and different in roles pertaining to 
life and leadership. In a world that either insists that men and women are 
completely alike or totally opposite from one another – the biblical pattern is a 
relationship of equality and difference.  
 
Notice first of all that God created men and women equal in value – verse 27: “so 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.” What comes blazing across the stage of human history and 
screaming at 200 decibels is that God created both men and women with the highest 
dignity possible – unlike every other creature and created being, men and women 
have been created in God’s image. This does not mean that we are little gods or 
somehow house the divine essence – what this means is that in very real ways, you 
and I were created to display some of God’s attributes, particularly the ability to 
know right from wrong. And contrary to what some cultures have believed, this 
divine image is God’s intent and design for both men and women. What sets 
mankind at the pinnacle of God’s creation – the reason he cares for humanity more 
than the rest of his creation – is because we bear the closest resemblance to God in 
all of his creation – ‘we,’ as in both men and women.  
 
So men and women are dead-even in God’s eyes – there is no discrepancy between 
us in God’s economy. In the current debate inside and outside the church, that point 
is not debated (that’s not entirely true – what we’re seeing in some circles is an 
elevation of the feminine as the essence of the divine – this is the message of The 
DaVinci Code and a growing number of teachings inside and outside the church); 
most people are fine and dandy with the concept of men and women having equal 
value. 
 
The rub comes in the second part of our definition - God’s perfect design for men and 
women is not only to be equal in value but to live out different roles when it comes 
to life and leadership. To a world that insists that anything a man can do, a woman 
can do better – the idea that God has set aside certain roles to be filled only by men 
and not by women is deemed offensive, archaic, sexist and downright mean. But as 
with all things, our concern is not to fit in culturally as much as it is to be faithful to 
God and His Word. And what we see throughout the Scriptures is this ‘both-and’ 
picture of men and women who are equal in value and different when it comes to the 
roles we play in life and leadership. 
 
Have you ever wondered why humanity has often been referred to as ‘mankind’? Or 
how about this, why is it that the ESV and the NIV and the NASB and the NKJV 
translate Genesis 1:26 “let us make man in our image” and not “let us make 
humanity in our image” when 1:27 makes it clear that God is referring to the 
creation of both men and women? Most of the translations even include a footnote 
that states that this word ‘´ädäm’ includes both men and women, but they insist on 
using the word ‘man’ rather than ‘humanity.’ Why? Because, as one commentator 
puts it, “the burden of Genesis 1:26-28 is male-female equality. That seems obvious 
– wonderfully obvious! But God’s naming of the race “man” whispers [emphasis 



mine] male headship, which Moses [who wrote Genesis] will bring forward boldly in 
chapter two1.” 
 
As we’ll see next week and over the next six weeks, this conception of men and 
women as equal but different is not based on a mere whisper, but even here where 
equality is communicated loud and clear, we see this both-and intent of equality and 
differentiation when it comes to who we are as men and women.  
 
So how would we define men and women, guys and girls, dudes and chicks 
according to this both-and design of God? What does this vision of equal value and 
different roles look like in real-life terms? Let’s spend the rest of our time focusing 
our attention on how to describe what it means to be a man and what it means to be 
a woman according to the Scriptures? The best definition I’ve come across – in terms 
of breadth and depth – comes from this book, Recovering Biblical Manhood and 
Womanhood, put out by a group called the Council for Biblical Manhood and 
Womanhood. They spend 17 pages of small type defining their definition, so let’s 
remember that this morning is one part of a six-week whole, so we’ll hit the 
highlights and try to pick up your questions along the way if we skim over a word of 
phrase. So I’ll read both of these definitions and then we’ll spend a couple of minutes 
talking about each definition2: 
 

At the heart of mature masculinity is a sense of benevolent 
responsibility to lead, provide for and protect women in ways 
appropriate to a man’s differing relationships.  
 
At the heart of mature femininity is a freeing disposition to affirm, 
receive and nurture strength and leadership from worthy men in ways 
appropriate to a woman’s differing relationships.  

 
The Meaning of Masculinity 
 
Neither of these definitions are exhaustive but capture the essence of God’s design 
for both men and women. The goal here is maturity – a process in which the 
restoration purchased by Christ in his death and resurrection transforms us to God’s 
original intent and design for us in relationship to one another.  
 
As men, the gospel is transforming us to feel the joy-filled burden that he has 
entrusted us with in leading, providing for and protecting women for their good. Such 
leadership must be marked by service, sacrifice, a pointing to Christ, humility, taking 
initiative in decision making, decisiveness that listens to others, strong and tender 
pursuit of one’s wife sexually, discipline of children when both parents are present, 
relating in culturally appropriate ways, and at its heart, such leadership must be 
marked by repentance and humility and risk-taking. While not denying the 
opportunities that a wife has in providing for the family, the pressure to provide 
when needs are greater than resources falls on the husband. A mature man moves 
instinctively to take the lead in guarding the woman he is with. While we have 
mentioned ‘wives,’ being a man doesn’t happen when you get married – masculinity 
and femininity are rooted in nature. So regardless of relationship, a mature man 
leads, provides for and protects all women – even though the way that plays out in 

                                         
1 Raymond C. Ortlund, Jr. “Male-Female Equality and Male Headship: Genesis 1-3” in Recovering Biblical 
Manhood and Womanhood: A Response to Evangelical Feminism. (Wheaton, Il: Crossway. 1991). 98.  
2 Both definitions come from John Piper “A Vision of Biblical Complimentarity” in RBMW. 35-36. 



business, hobbies, government, your neighborhood, dating, engagement, etc. is 
diverse. 
 
So let me throw this out to my brothers – the biggest problem in this room this 
morning is not our wives or other women. The greatest problem in this room is our 
personal failure and shortcomings in leading, providing for and protecting the women 
in this room. No biblically mature woman will want to resist men who love and lead 
like this; much of the resistance we face in our relationships with women is due to 
our failures to lead, provide and protect. 
 
As women, God has created you to be ‘responsive, compassionate, empathetic, 
enduring, gentle, warm, tender, hospitable, receptive, diplomatic, considerate, 
polite, supportive, intuitive, wise, perceptive, sensitive, spiritual, sincere, emotionally 
open, obedient, trusting, graceful, sweet, expressive, charming, delicate, quiet, 
sensually receptive not prudish, faithful, pure.’ Femininity is a disposition, not a set 
of behaviors – how you express yourself differs greatly depending on the situation. 
God’s design is not for you to be squelched, cramped, or frustrated – but true 
freedom is never defined by doing anything and everything we want. Mature 
femininity understands and responds to mature masculinity by advocating this 
complimentary relationship between men and women; by gladly accepting the 
strength and leadership of men worthy of that response; by not only receiving but 
nurturing and strengthening men as their partner and assistant in life. Mature 
femininity recognizes that men and women have different strengths and weaknesses 
and we each use our strengths to serve the other’s weaknesses.  
 
To my older and younger sisters in Christ, may I encourage you to not take the easy 
way out and blame us lazy, passive, stubborn, uncaring men for all of the relational 
problems in this room? We are at least partially at fault – but would God grant you 
the humility to begin by asking how near or far your heart, mind, and life are to this 
vision of feminine maturity that is out of step with much of the world today.  
 
I love how God has complimented himself throughout creation by looking at sun and 
moon; oceans and land; birds, land animals and fish – and calling all of it good. But 
in creating both men and women – equal in value and different in roles and 
responsibilities – he now sees all of creation as ‘very good’ – perfect. No power 
struggle between a dumb ox of a man and a conniving, power-hungry woman. Just a 
perfect man and a perfect woman living out in perfect harmony their equal value and 
different responsibilities. How far have we fallen since God’s perfect creation! Sin has 
ruined everything between us – yet the last word we should here is not one of ruin 
but a word of redemption, redesign and recovery. 
 
The recovery of God’s design is not the product of our own self-empowered intention 
or effort. No man will humbly and lovingly lead, provide for and protect a woman for 
her good apart from the transforming work of the Holy Spirit that was purchased on 
the cross and put into play by Christ’s resurrection. No woman will humbly and 
lovingly receive, affirm and nurture men for his good apart from the transforming 
work of the Holy Spirit that was purchased by Jesus on the cross and put into play 
when he rose from the dead. My encouragement to you – in fact, my plea and call to 
you today is this – take all that you know of Jesus and trust in that; find what you 
admire and love and adore in Jesus this morning as the One who died to fix the 
herniated relationship between you and God and to restore you back to your original 
design with God and with the world around you. To the degree that your affections 
are turned towards Christ because he rose from the dead as evidence of his power to 



do the impossible and to make you the man or the woman God created you to be, 
would you join me in praying and then singing this request for God to take your life 
and to re-shape you as a man or woman who thinks and loves and acts like Jesus.  
 


